The Marriage Trick and The Swallowing Rock 



Two boys were born on the same day in the same village. One 
was called Ndemi and one was called Jinjo. Ndemi came from the 
richest family in the tribe, and Jinjo came from the poorest. 
However, the two boys grew up to be the very best of friends. 
They looked very much like each other, so the villagers could 
never tell them apart. 

When Ndemi grew up, he wanted to see the world and find a 
wife. Jinjo decided to come with him. When Ndemi and Jinjo 
reached the next village, Ndemi saw a young girl named Malama 
and thought she was the most beautiful girl in the world. He 
immediately fell in love with her. At the end of the day, he told 
her he wanted to marry her. Malama became afraid. 




"No," Malama said. "For my father doesn't believe anyone is good enough for me and 
requires superhuman abilities from my future husband. Many men who have 
wished to marry me have died and I fear that you will not survive." 

But Ndemi was so in love, he went to see Malama's father anyway. 

"What can I do to win the heart of such a lovely woman?" Ndemi asked. 

"You must survive for six days without food or water," replied the man. "Only then 
will I know that you are good enough to marry my daughter." 

"Then I will do it," said Ndemi. "For I know that my love for Malama will sustain me 
where food and water cannot." 

So Ndemi was placed into a hut with only an old woman to guard him. But Ndemi 
was clever. Every night when the old woman fell asleep, Jinjo would drill a small 
hole in the hutch and would fill a hollow reed with water so that Ndemi could drink. 

On the third day, the old woman got suspicious. No man had ever made it past three 
days without gasping and crying for water. So that night, the old woman slept on the 
opposite side of the hut. Just like every other night, Jinjo drilled a hole in the hut and 
delivered the water. Only this time, instead of Ndemi's mouth, the water landed on 
the old woman's head! She woke up to see the reed Jinjo was using and began to yell. 



"AHA!" she said, grabbing the reed as evidence. "I knew you were cheating! No man 
makes it past three days without a drink of water. Tomorrow morning, I will tell 
everyone of your tricks." 



And for the first time in his life, Ndemi knew despair. He would never get to marry 
Malama if the old woman told her story. Hearing his cries, a small rat came by. When 
she asked him what was wrong, he told her his sad tale. 

"Do not worry," said the rat. "I will help you." 

And so the rat snuck into the old woman's tent and stole the reed from her hands. 

The next morning, when the old woman told the village of Ndemi's cheating, the 
chief asked her to produce evidence. When the old woman reached for the reed, she 
found that it was gone. Without evidence, Ndemi was allowed to marry Malama. As a 
wedding present, Jinjo planted a cotton-seed tree near their house. 

After the marriage, Jinjo began to want his own wife and family, so he set off to find 
his own adventure. Before he left, the village elder gave him a magical knife. 

"One day, you will need the magic of this knife," he said. 

So Jinjo set off on his adventure. He had not walked for more than a day when he 
came upon a young woman crying by a small river. Jinjo thought she was the most 
beautiful woman he had ever seen and instantly fell in love with her. Her name was 
Kalima. When Jinjo asked why she cried, she explained that the river had almost 
dried up and there was no water for her village to drink. Without it, they would 
surely die. 

Just then, a large snake coiled to attack Kalima. Thinking quickly, Jinjo cut off its 
head with his magical knife and from it's body flowed a giant river. Jinjo and Kalima 
both cried out with happiness! Kalima's tribe was saved! 

When the tribe heard what had happened, they 
blessed Jinjo and gave him permission to marry 
Kalima. They were not married long when Jinjo 
noticed all the animals in the village running off 
towards a nearby rock. When he asked Kalima 
about it, she replied "That is the great swallowing 
rock. It lures animals to it and swallows them 
whole." 

Fearing that now the tribe would run out of food, 
Jinjo round up ten other men and when to claim 
their animals from the rock. None of the men 
returned. 

After three days, the cotton-seed plant that Jinjo had planted began to die. Ndemi 
knew that his friend was in great danger. He went off in search of his friend. When 
he arrived at the village, Kalima mistook him for Jinjo. 




"You have come back to me," she exclaimed. 

The villagers soon told Ndemi what had happened and Ndemi set off for the rock. 
Using bait to outsmart it, Ndemi rescued Jinjo and the other ten men. When they 
arrived at the village, Kalima became very confused. 

"Which one is my husband?" she asked. 

"I am," replied Jinjo. 

"Such friendship and devotion should never be separated," Kalima said. "You must 
come and live near us." 

And so the two friends lived out the rest of their days side by side, which caused 
much happiness for the two men and their wives and much confusion for the rest of 
the villagers. 



